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Meritor Container/Trailer Inspection Policy (2016)
To:
Meritor International vendors shipping to Meritor locations in the United States and Canada.
From:
Meritor Office of Global Trade Compliance.

Re:
Policy on the inspection of trailers and containers used for the shipment of goods into the United States and Canada

Background:

Meritor is a member of the Customs-Trade Partnership Against Terrorism (C-TPAT).  As a member of this program, we have made a commitment to assisting in the securing of the international supply chain.  The benefits of membership in this program include reduced inspections at the border, usage of the Free and Secure Trade (FAST) lane at the border for crossings, and expedited processing of Customs clearances.

Container security is a requirement for C-TPAT partners whose vendors load trailers and/or containers at foreign locations for delivery to the United States.  A “Seven Point Inspection” in the policy below specifically refers to the following areas of the structure of the container/trailer: front wall, left side, right side, floor, ceiling/roof, inside/outside doors, and the outside/undercarriage.

With the benefits of membership in the program, there are also certain commitments that we have made to US Customs and Border Protection.  One of these is the implementation of a trailer/container inspection program for our imported Full Container Load (FCL) and Full Truck Load (FTL) shipments.  This policy has been established in order to outline the requirements for seal usage as they relate to Meritor imports.

Policy 

· For all FCL and FTL shipments destined for the United States, the shipper is responsible for insuring the integrity of the shipping container or trailer.  This should involve the above mentioned 7 point inspection of all trailers and containers to insure the following;

· Container or trailer contains no false walls or panels in which items including but not limited to explosives, contraband or persons could be hidden

· Container or trailer is in a condition good enough to withstand the transit to the specified destination.

· Shipper should create and maintain a checklist for full trailer/container shipments which confirms that the 7 point inspection has taken place.  In addition the checklist should note the number of the seal affixed to the container.  Checklist should be kept as a shipping record along with bills of lading, invoices and other shipping documents.

· Simple methods to verify that a container has not been tampered with or does not include fake walls or panels can include:
· Tapping walls, floor and ceiling of the trailer/container to determine if there is a space behind them.

· Measuring the interior of the container with either a tape measure or string to confirm that the measurements match the correct dimension of the trailer/container. 

· Shipping containers which do not pass the 7 point inspection should not be used for the shipments into the United States.  Any discrepancies with the shipping container, including those that are not used for the shipment should immediately be reported to Meritor (Marco Delicato 248-435-1460, marco.delicato@meritor.com).  Meritor will then examine the incident and determine whether notification is required to US Customs and Border Protection and other applicable government authorities.

· Sample shipping checklist is attached.  This exact format is not required however, it is recommended that the information contained in the attached checklist is included in the checklist that is used by the supplier.

· For reference, a copy of “Supply Chain Security Best Practices” issued by US Customs and Border Protection can be found at the following link: https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ctpat_bp_2006.pdf
We encourage all of our vendors globally to incorporate the practices noted in the referenced document into their supply chains to the greatest extent possible.

Thank you in advance for your support of this policy.  Please feel free to contact Marco Delicato, Import Compliance manager, with any questions or concerns that you might have.  Once you have completed your review of the above policy, please sign and date below to acknowledge receipt and email it to Marco.Delicato@Meritor.com.
Marco Delicato

Import Compliance Manager

Meritor, Inc.

2135 West Maple Road

Troy, MI 48084

(p) +1-(248)-435-1460

(e) Marco.Delicato@Meritor.com
Acknowledged:

Name: _______________________________________

Company: ____________________________________ 

Date: ________________________________________

Container/Trailer Inspection Checklist

Shipper:

Date:  

Consignee:

Carrier:

Bill of Lading Number:

Seal Number:

Inspection (Check if trailer/container is in acceptable condition and note any discrepancies below)

· Front Wall

· Left Side

· Right Side

· Floor

· Ceiling/Roof

· Outside/Undercarriage

· Inside/Outside Doors

